
English Reading Spine – Based on Reading Reconsidered (Doug Lemov) 

 Term * 

Year Group 1 2 3 4 5 6 

 Archaic Texts Non-Linear Time 
Sequences 

Narratively 
Complex 

Plot/Symbolic 
Complex 

Resistant Text Diversity/history/ 
PSHCE/ 

Geog links 

3 Charlotte’s Web (P 
of R)  

 
 

The Velveteen 
Rabbit (Literacy 
Shed + Vipers) 

 

The Butterfly Lion 
(Hamilton Trust, 
Literacy Shed + 

Vipers) 
 

The Midnight Fox 
(P or R) 

 

George’s 
Marvellous 

Medicine (Literacy 
Shed +)  

 
Nim’s Island  

 

The Mousehole Cat 
(P o R)  

 
The Tunnel 

Something Told 
the Wild Geese 

 
The Sun is 

Laughing (P of R) 

Stone Mouse – 
deals with loss and 

anger (P of R) 
 

Ug (P or R) - geog 

4 The Lion, the Witch 
and the Wardrobe 
(Literacy Shed +) 

 
Just So Stories (P 

of R) 
 
 

The Firework 
Maker’s Daughter 
(Literacy Shed +) 

 
Fortunately, the 

Milk (Literacy Shed 
+) 
 

The Wild Robot (P 
of R) 

Varjax Paw 
(Literacy Shed + 

Classroom Secrets) 
 

The Miraculous 
Journey of Edward 

Tulane ( P of R, 
Literacy Shed +) 

The Iron Man (P of 
R, Literacy Shed+) 

 
The Lost Thing 

(Literacy Shed +) 

Cloud Busting 
(Literacy Shed + 

Vipers Classroom 
Secrets) 

 
 

The Boy at the 
Back of the Class - 

refugee (P of R) 
 

The Dot – PSHCE 
open mindedness, 

self-reflection 
(Literacy Shed +) 

Year Group Year A  - Y5 and 6 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

Archaic Texts Non-Linear Time 
Sequences 

Narratively 
Complex 

Plot/Symbolic 
Complex 

Resistant Text Diversity/ history/ 
Geog links 

5 and 6 The Highwayman – 
Alfred Noyes (P of 
R, Literacy Shed +) 

 
 

Julius Caesar – 
William 

Shakespeare 
(Literacy Shed +) 

 

Cosmic – Frank 
Bottrell-Boyce 

(Literacy Shed +) 
 

Holes – Louis 
Sachar (Literacy 

Shed +) 

Wonder – R.J. 
Palacio (P of R, 
Literacy Shed +) 

 
Series of 

Unfortunate 
Events – Lemony 
Snicket (Literacy 

Shed +) 

Skellig (P or R, 
Literacy Shed +) 

 
The Journey – 

Francesca Sanna  
(P of R) 

 

The Arrival – Shaun 
Tan (can buy unit 

for £35 Rising 
Stars) 

 
Jabberwocky – 

Lewis Caroll (Oak 
National 20 

lessons) 

The London Eye 
Mystery – diversity 

& autism (P of R, 
Literacy Shed +) 

 
No Ballet Shoes in 

Syria – Refugee 
(Literacy Shed +) 



 

*Please note that as long as the 5 types of text complexities are taught over the year, individual teachers may choose to introduce them in 

different terms to fit best with their pupil’s needs and topics. 

 

This reading spine is not ‘set in stone’ and may be subject to change as new, engaging children’s books are published. However, care will be 

taken to ensure that each year group’s reading diet is geared towards the 5 types of text complexity and other relevant whole school 

drivers. 

 Year B – Y5 and 6 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

5 and 6  
The Listeners – 

Walter de La Mare 
(5 lessons on Oak 

Academy) 
 

Macbeth – William 
Shakespeare 

(Literacy Shed + 10 
lessons)  

 
Beowulf – Michael 
Morpurgo (Literacy 

Shed +) 

Letters from the 
Lighthouse – 
Emma Carroll 

(Literacy Shed+ 
Vipers) 

 
Brightstorm 

(Literacy Shed +) 

Pax –Sarah 
Pennypacker  

 
Clockwork – Phillip 
Pullman ( P of R , 
Literacy Shed +) 

The Girl of Ink and 
Stars – Kiran 

Millwood Hargrave 
(Authorfy unit of 

work – 5 weeks or 
Classroom secrets 

Unit) 
 
 

 Who Let the Gods 
out?  

(Literacy Shed + 
Classroom Secrets) 

Dark Sky Park – 
Poems from the 
edge of nature – 

Phillip Gross 
 (P of R) 

 
 

There’s a Boy in 
the Girls’ 

Bathroom – 
bullying/resilience 

 
The Lion and the 
Unicorn – WW2 
(Literacy Shed +) 

 
You are Awesome 

(linked to 
secondary 

transition plans) 


